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tion . . ." but states that the looseness and corruption of the community was such that thirteen-year-old boys "had been allowed beer." The churchmen concluded by urging Mr. Lee's defeat, even at the price of electing a candidate they didn't like, and he was beaten though by a scanty margin.
L*Affaire Gaeth
In August, 1944, Arthur Gaeth, one of the best-known radio commentators in the West and for many years a leading Mormon, led a clothing drive for Russian war relief. This was sponsored by the American Legion among other organizations; President Smith was a member of the committee; nothing could have been more respectable, and 416,000 pounds of clothing were'collected.
On August 23, the Deseret News, the official church newspaper, printed a leading article, "Just How Friendly to the U.S. are the Soviets?" Its implication was that the Russians were pretty selfish folk, and, though it did not mention the clothing drive- specifically, it hinted that generosity to Russia might well be wasted. So several perplexed churchmen telephoned to Gaeth, asking him what the editorial was driving at; were the clothing contributions, piled up with much labor and sacrifice, merely going down the drain?
Gaeth waited a few days, and on his next regular broadcast over the Intermountain Network, of which he is vice president, he explored the issue, trying to allay fears of the flock. The broadcast was reasonable enough, though vigorous, in tone. Whereupon ten days later, the News came out with a front page editorial, something almost unprecedented, and attacked Gaeth by name in two thousand furious words, insinuating that he was a Communist sympathizer and practically denouncing him as an apostate. And Gaeth had been head of a church mission for ten years 1 In the whole history of the Mormon church, there is no similar record of attack by the hierarchy on an individual. Reason? The hierarchy mortally hated (and hates) Stalinist Russia, and thought Gaeth a pink.
Gaeth had crossed swords with his superiors once before. Some years ago he worked for KSL, the church station. When, after the German attack on the U.S.S.R. in 1941, he welcomed Russia as an ally, he was warned that the brethren might insist on editing his broadcasts. A little later he brought up a controversial domestic issue, the need of transition in Utah from agriculture to industry, something that some Mormons oppose though it would almost certainly raise the standard of living of the community. Gaeth was told, "The brethren are dissatisfied/' He offered thereupon to put himself at the disposal of the first presidency. But he was given no appointment. Then, informally, he went to Counselor McKay. But McKay had never heard about the argument,